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KALEEYA HOSPITAL — BLOOD SAMPLES FROM WOMEN IN LABOUR 

3798. Mr R.H. Cook to the Minister for Health 

(1) Will the Minister confirm whether Kaleeya Hospital is routinely taking blood from all women 
presenting to the hospital in labour, including those regarded low-risk and from common blood groups, 
irrespective of whether they pose a high-risk birth or are from a rare blood group; and 

(a) if yes, please provide the clinical evidence which demonstrates why this practice is deemed 
necessary and desirable? 

(2) Is this same practice of taking blood from all women presenting in labour also undertaken at Western 
Australia’s other public maternity hospital facilities? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1) Yes, as requested by medical staff. 

(a) Obstetric cases often have a high likelihood of blood loss despite the mitigation and 
management of controllable factors. Primary post-partum haemorrhage occurs in 3.9%–6.4% 
of deliveries1, and 2/3 cannot be predicted2. The amount and rate of blood loss varies and this 
can lead to unexpected and urgent need for blood products. 

To mitigate risk a policy has been implemented at Kaleeya Hospital that all women are 
required to have a group and hold blood sample taken at the time of birthing. This is to be 
transported over to Fremantle Hospital within two hours of arrival or immediately if birth is 
imminent. 

Notes 

1. KEMH clinical guidelines 9.1.1 Primary post partum haemorrhage (2004). 

2. Framework for prevention, early recognition and management of postpartum haemorrhage, NSW Health 
Department (2002). 

(2) South Metropolitan Area Health Service 

No, the policy is specific to each maternity hospital and is determined by the availability of a blood 
bank on site or close proximity to the facility. Kaleeya Hospital does not have a blood bank on site. 

North Metropolitan Area Health Service 

King Edward Memorial Hospital, Swan Kalamunda Health Service and Osborne Park Hospital do not 
routinely take blood from low risk women presenting to the hospital in labour.  

Samples will be drawn, with the patient's consent, when an intervention is required such as an 
intravenous line or epidural analgesia or where there are associated risks to the confinement. 

WA Country Health Service 

The collection of blood is not routinely taken from women presenting in labour at WA Country Health 
Service hospitals.  

In country hospitals maternity clients will have blood taken if they have no antenatal documentation 
related to blood group, rhesus status, haemoglobin level and antibody status. They may also have blood 
taken if there is an indication of high risk or the level of medical intervention escalates. 

 


